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Directed by Martin Duckworth 
Produced by Pope Productions Ltd. 


One-hour documentary 


Butler's surrealistic rural and urban landscapes are peopled with clowns, soldiers, 
butchers, preachers, babies, dancers, animals and angels—all in precarious, yet inter- 
dependent positions. In this painting an endless line of innocents winding their way over 
perilous mountains and headed, unknowingly, toward a collapsed bridge 


We'll Cross That Bridge When We Get To It 
Oil on canvas 
Geoff Butler 
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Directed by Martin Duckworth 
Produced by Pope Productions Ltd. 


One-hour documentary: 


“Have you ever wo....wo....wondered why angels are always singing? 
It's be...be...because we stutter! When we want to co....co 
communicate strongly about truth and me... me....meaning, we sing!” 
- Angel in Geoff Butler’s book ‘The Look 
of Angels’ a collection of paintings. 


A story of overcoming barriers and finding voice, Why Angels Sing is the important 
account of one of Newfoundland and Canada’s least known and yet most significant 
visual artists, told by one of Canada’s founding documentary makers. 


Director, Martin Duckworth, a Canadian Filmmaker with over 30 years of experience, is 
compelled to make a film about artist Geoff Butler, one of Canada’s accomplished 
secrets. Butler, like Duckworth, has been creating work for a lifetime that, reflects a 
strong social conscience, communicates his concerns about his community, country and 
the world. They both speak of “art engage”, carrying on a long tradition of artists who, 
concerned about the way the world appears to be going, create work to remind us of our 
priorities, reflect to us our hypocrisy and help change our direction. 


Butler who has kept his work accessible, using recognizable characters in recognizable 
settings along with humour to communicate his concerns and ideas should be listed 
amongst Canada’s top ten artists, should be a household name. His is ironic art. It 
touches through humour. Geoff has used his skill as a painter and sometimes writer to 
converse with the world, overcoming a severe stutter, finding a way to communicate. 
Easily understood, and beautifully executed he intelligently and gently reminds us. 


In this documentary, Duckworth, will apply his experience in making films about artists 
and their work to capture the energy, intentions, humour and beauty of Butler’s paintings. 
Duckworth will also be informed by his body of work about living with disability, war 
and social injustice. Why Angels Sing synergistically brings together these two 
accomplished artists and their work of many years to play with still and moving images, 
to bring us an important portrait. 
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“L’art engage is my form of activism against that which 


threatens the preservation of beauty...I want to see an 
allegiance to humanity become stitched into the fabric of 


nations.” 
- Geoff Butler 
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Soldiers and Missiles 
Oil on canvas 
Geoff Butler 
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Oil on Canvas 
Geoff Butler 
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Produced by POPE PRODUCTIONS LTD. 


THE COMPANY 


Paul Pope, founder of Pope Productions, has been a dynamic force in the film industry in 
Newfoundland and Labrador for over 20 years. He has been a member of the extremely 

successful Newfoundland Independent Filmmakers Cooperative (NIFCO) since it started 
in 1975, serving as president for 12 years, and continuing as a board member to this day. 


Pope Productions is a growing company with a wealth of experience. Its repertoire 
encompasses feature film, documentary, television series, multimedia and short film 
formats and its award-winning productions have garnered both national and international 
acclaim. The company’s primary activity is the creation and production of original film, 
television and new media projects. 


Founded in 1998, Pope Productions has completed over 20 million dollars in production. 
The company has been extremely fortunate with numerous successful projects including 
the Gemini award-winning documentary My Left Breast’ (2000) produced for CBC 
Newsworld, intimately portraying one woman’s experience with Breast Cancer. Pope’s 
most recent documentary Ferry Command (2006) exposes unsung heroes of the 2" 
World War, the young men of the North Atlantic Ferry Command, who daringly flew 
bombers across the North Atlantic in winter to deliver planes to the allied effort. 


Other significant projects include feature film, Rare Birds, documentary series Going the 
Distance and Legends and Lore of the North Atlantic, kids series Life With Derek, 
documentary Boys From the Fringe, as well as CBC historical miniseries, Above and 
Beyond and Gordon Pinsents MOW Heyday. MediaJamTV.com, a youth multimedia 
show for web and television and two shorts for Bravo!Television- The Plumber's Waltz 
and Baking Lessons 


Committed to continuing to apply resources and experience to important projects, 
currently in development we have Access to Health, an international documentary on 
debt relief and public healthcare in rural Zambia as well as Why Angels Sing about under- 
recognized artist Geoff Butler and his struggle to influence the world through his painting 
being directed by prolific, award winning Canadian filmmaker Martin Duckworth. 


My Left Breast awards include among others: 2 Geminis, Hot Docs Best Canadian 
Documentary, Dallas’ Outtakes festival awards for Outstanding Direction, Outstanding 
Documentary and Audience Award, a Silver Hugo at the Chicago Television Festival. 
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Director MARTIN DUCKWORTH 


Montreal-born Martin Duckworth is an extremely accomplished Canadian Director and 
DP, with an extensive documentary filmography. Now in his 70s, Martin has been 
associated with filmmaking for over 30 years. 


Duckworth’s work has been driven by his social conscience, bor of his desire to be 
involved in the course of events. Of the more than 20 films he has directed, he has several 
that profile the work of specific artists, several that explore living with disabilities, and 
more that reflect his concerns about war and its affects. Why Angels Sing is a bringing 
together of these themes from Martin’s past work. 


Examples of Duckworth’s work on artists include: 
¢ Our Last Days in Moscow (1987) a film about love, sorrow, laughter and light, is 
a letter from Quebec pianist Piere Jasmin to Taiwanese pianist Kuo-Yen. 
© Oliver Jones in Africa (1990) in which one of Canada's foremost jazz pianists, 
tours Nigeria discovering in Africa the roots of much of today's music. 


His project Brush with Life/Les Yeux du Cceur (1994) winning, among other prizes, best 
film at Hot Docs in Toronto, encompasses Duckworth’s passion for artists and telling stories 
of overcoming disability. Other work on overcoming disability includes : 

° Acting Blind (2006), and Bozo : Assistance Dog (2000). 


Duckworth’s extensive body of work reflecting his strong feelings about the impacts of 
war includes: 
© Peacekeeper at War (1994) uses archival footage to trace developments in the 
Middle East, in Canada, and at the United Nations in order to better understand the 
causes of the war and the roles of its participants, 
¢ Back To Kampuchea (1982) which documents the experience of a Cambodian cab- 
driver in the wake of the horrific Pol Pot years, 
¢ No More HIBAKUSHA (1983) and No More HIROSHIMA (1985) both having 
garnered international awards, tell the moving and powerful story of two survivors 
of the 1945 atomic bomb attack on Hiroshima, and 
e Return To DRESDEN (1986), which charts the return of Canadian veteran Giff 
Gifford to the sight of the infamous allied bombings, and was awarded at festivals 
of Yorkton and Troia. 


Duckworth is an active member of the Canadian Independent film Caucus and lectures in 
film production at Concordia University. 
He is the father of six daughters and a son, and lives in the shadow of Montreal's 
mountain. 
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TUNDRA BOOKS 


Geoff Butler 


Geoff Butler was born in 1945 and grew 
up in Fogo, Newfoundland. As a child, he 
saw much of his native province as his 
minister father traveled to different 
outports. He graduated in 1966 from 
Memorial University of Newfoundland 
with a B.A. in Psychology and in 1969 
from Syracuse University in Syracuse, 
New York with an M.A. in Speech 


He began to paint in 1969 when he attended a painting class with anne Mets on a lark. More than 
amusement, he “felt kinship” with painting and experienced a kind of “epiphany”. After taking some evening 
and summer courses in Nova Scotia, he attended classes in 1972-1973 at New York City’s famous Art 
Student’s League. As a novice painter he worked with the late Derek Kersley, who was an art educator at the 
Nova Scotia Teacher’s College in Truro and who introduced Butler to the painting techniques which continue 
to be central to his art. He also took private classes with artists John Cook, Don Pentz, and Alan Wylie. 


His first solo exhibition was in 1972 at the Truro (N.S.) Public Library. In 1978, he installed an exhibition 
entitled Stages on Life’s Way at the F.D. Fine Arts Gallery in Kingston, Ontario. In 1985 and 1986, work 
from his series Art of War circulated throughout the Maritime Provinces and was seen in the Owens Art 
Gallery, and Charlottetown’s Confederation Centre Art Gallery. 


In 1990, Butler self-published his book Art of War: Painting it Out of the Picture which culminated almost 
a decade of creative focus on the subject of war. The Killick was published in 1995 and launched at the 
Maritime Museum of the Atlantic with an exhibition of his paintings. The book was awarded The Ruth 
Schwartz Children’s Book Award, and was named finalist for The Governor General’s Literary Award 


(illustration), the 6 Annual Ann Connor Brimer Award for Children’s Books, and the Amelia Frances 
Howard-Gibbon Award. His picture book, The Hangashore, was shortlisted for the Elizabeth Mrazik-Cleaver 
Canadian Picture Book Award. 


Butler’s newest book, Ode to Newfoundland, sets the beloved anthem, written by Sir Cavendish Boyle 
(governor of Newfoundland from 1901-1904) with music by Sir C. Hubert H. Parry, to joyous paintings. The 
Globe and Mail calls it a “Butlerian beauty,” while Quill and Quire reports, “Butler makes the reader want to 
sing and dance along with the whales and sturdy outporters in this engaging book.” 


Geoff Butler lives with his wife and their four children in Granville Ferry, Nova Scotia, overlooking the 
Annapolis River and the town of Annapolis Royal. 
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TUNDRA BOOKS 
Selected Bibliography 
Ode to Newfoundland (Tundra) 2003 
Heroes of Isle aux Morts (Tundra) 2001 
The Hangashore (Tundra) 1998 
The Killick (Tundra) 1995 
Art of War: Painting it Out of the Picture (Granville Ferry) 1990 
Awards and Honours 
The Hangashore * Our Choice, Canadian Children’s Book Centre, 1999/99 


* Selected as outstanding by Parent Council, 1999 


¢ Shortlisted, Elizabeth Mrazik-Cleaver Canadian Picture Book Award, 1998 


The Killick * Finalist, Governor General’s Literary Award — Children’s illustration, 1995 


¢Winner, Best Picture Book Ruth Schwartz Children’s Book Award, 1995 
¢Our Choice, Canadian Children’s Book Centre, 1996/97 

Finalist, Ann Connor Brimer Award for Children’s Books, 1996 

Finalist, The Amelia Frances Howard-Gibbon Award, 1996 

*Resource Links, The Year’s Best Picture Books, 1996 
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